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SageKey MS|I Wizard for Access

Can | make an .Exe out of Access?

by Larry Gordon - Business& Computers, Inc.
larryg@bcorg.com

Cost: $480 My Rating: B+
Where to buy: http://www.sagekey.com/

As the president of the Access SIG and someone who is very active in the Access/Computing community, |
often get the question “How do | make an .exe out of Access?’. The answer is“you can’'t”. But | have some-
thing that is the next best thing, that’s the Access Run Time engine and SageKey’s MSI Wizard. With this
package you can create a CD for installation of your Access application that will install on a computer whether
they have Access installed or not. The brand new SageKey MSI Wizards for Access are a programmers come
true. I'll tell you alittle about my involvement in the past SageKey products, and then all about the new prod-
uct.

Past Products | have used:

My interest in SageK ey software http://www.sagekey.com started back in Access 97. | bought the Access
Developer edition so that | could install applications written in Access for people who didn’'t have Access on
their machine. Included in the package is what Microsoft calls the Run Time engine. It’'s exactly the same as
the full version of Access with the exception that the user can’t see the database window, view Access menus,
view code, and other miscellaneous items not necessary in running properly written Access applications.

After investigating the process, | discovered nothing but problems with the Access Run Time. Some simple
problems like causing the machine to not allow the user to open their real copy of Access to horror stories of
not allowing the machine to boot. For some reason | figured the Access Run Time with the Microsoft installer
was not something | wanted to sell to my customers. | read about SageKey in Smart Access magazine. | real-
ized | had a very difficult situation because | wanted to

Install my Access Front End on their machine

Install my Access Back End on their Network if more than one person in the organization was using
the application, or on their machine if they were the only ones using the application.

Use Web Services to communicate with a website

Install Microsoft Data Access Components (MDAC)

Install MS Soap

Install MS XML

*

* %k X ok

After investigating it, | bought the Access 97, Access 2000, and eventually the Access 2003 version of
SageK ey scripts for Wise Installer. | currently use it to make Installation CDs for my customer’s customers. |
have had zero problems in the last 4 years with my installs on computers al over the United States. This has
been a lifesaver to have installs on all types of systems and no problems with the installs. Just a note here, |
personally don’t use the Access Run Time on these particular installs because | want the user to be aware that
they can link to their data from any program they have, | want them to see the data as theirs and not someone
else's. However, it would work just as well with the Access Run Time.

To make the above work, | had to buy the SageKey scripts for Wise Installer and Wise Installer. An invest-
ment of about $1,600. (alittle over $400 for each version of SageKey scripts and a copy of Wise for Windows
Installer about $400) . You can buy a copy of SageKey MSI Wizard for Access for only $480 per version of
Access, and in most cases one version will do the job. $480 and you are ready to go!

Business & Computers,Inc. Pagel



Let’s Talk About the New Product: (I am reviewing the 2003 Wizard)

The new product, SageKey’s MSI Wizard for Access allows you to build a Windows installer .msi file with
everything you need from your front end, back end, icon file, security file, License Agreement, Access Run
Time, MDAC, and any other components you need without buying another installer product. All you need is
SageKey’s MS| Wizard for Access. They have a version for Access 97, 2000, XP, and 2003, but you probably
only need to buy one. The reason isthat it will install the Microsoft Run Time engine, which is free to distrib-
ute if you buy the right version of Office. So you can develop in any version of Access you choose and it will
make no difference if they have Access installed on their computer or not. Y ou will have a trouble free instal-
lation and not worry about what version of Access your customer has or even if they change version after they
install your application. Note: Remember you can only install Access 2003 on machines with Windows 2000

with Service Pack 3 (SP3), Windows XP, or later. See complete requirements for Access 2003 at
http://www.microsoft.com/offi ce/access/prodinfo/sysreg.mspx

Y our Access application will not need a digital certificate when you use the SageKey Wizard to install your
application. It will make Access doesn’t ask your user it they
are sure they want to open your database.

step L - dpplication Information [HUG_Test.owe] x|

Enter some infomaation sbout pour applizahion
gy Mame

How it works: [Brzanesc & Comomsers. I
There are 7 screens where you fill out data, push a button, and m::fmwm —
your ready to copy the install files over to your CD. The help Appicasion Tie

|Ham:|e.'sr-p Inlormalon Syslamli

Wersinn

[z

Irztakaticer Directony
[+FROGRAR_FLES B0 ant_nto_Swlen =]
Frogram Group

file takes you through each step. | do have a complaint here in
they need documentation that gives more information on each
screen. | had a number of questionsof “Can | do this’ which
could not be answered by their help file or their knowledge-

base on line. They tell me this will change in the future. [HUG
Shorteut Hlame
Step #1 -Fill out Names, Version, and Installation directories, .., s L
etc. Helo Coeel | o8 [CEEE] P |
xl
FkE Hep

Locabe the fies for wour applicadon

Step #2 -Where the FrontEnd and BackEnd Database are lo- gﬁﬁ, [
cated on your computer. o
- Create Client/Server Install ' Yes/No

Frantend dpolicalion
[CARIGE A DRNSend et HUG_Apo s Brovss

Backend Dalghese
|E:'l.|-l.|E'l.Hug_DB'l.‘5cﬂﬂllse|"L‘-|L|E_Darn_llg Bz

[ The apphcalon has ng hackend dalabaze

*By client Server they don’t mean SQL Server, they
are asking if you want to install the BackEnd on the
server and the FrontEnd on the local machine. If you — ™ #
want to install the entire application on the local me-
chine, don’t check the field.

[w Ciesle Chenl/Server insial

Sageitey Sollwas Fo fyooees 2003

Help Cancal i < Back |'_ Fra |

ol

*If you check the field, when your user installs your application they will have the option to install the
FrontEnd on their machine and the BackEnd on the network, however they will need to do two in-
stalls, one for the workstation and one for the server. | recommend that you document the install pro-
cedure similar to the documentation on the next page.

* Note: SageKey does sell scripts to install an Microsoft Date Engine
(MSDE) which is basically the | ctiexceing Cosmpatitstity - pening file-
SQL Server engine. | AATNEEEE
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x

Salect instaliation Type for Membership information System | 6
-

- | document the installation in the following man-
ner when | want the backend to be installed on the
server.

- Weadll know al users read the documentation.

Sefect theiype of instsl yoa v 1o periom. Ful sl netsl sl fles, Workstsbon
el inesbadl all bad dhe bachiend databsse. Zorver Wil retoll only e B kerd

Recommended Installation Documentation: Mot
X Before you start the installation, you need to decide what
type of Installation you want: & Ful
A SingleUser Ingtall - Option = Full: Thisis € Werkstetir
the option you should pick if you will bethe only £ Borver

person in your company using the program. This
option loads a stand alone installation, loading
both the Application and the Data on the
destination directory of your computer.

B Multi-user Workstation Install- Option = Workstation: Are you one of a number of people
using this program for your company? If thisis the case, you will need the program on your
computer and the data on your network. This option installs the application without the data into the
destination directory. The application will read the data from the network. If the above istrue you
will use this option to install the program the first time on your computer, and then do a second

install using the Multi-User Data Install below. Everyone else in your company will use this option
only when they install the program.

____ C-Multi-user Data Install (on Network)- Option = Server: instals the Data Files only into the
destination directory (on your Network). With the data being on your network (where everyone using
the program can read the location on your network), many people can use the program. (Y ou may
want to contact your network technical support person for help with this option.)

Step #3 -Your Icon for the application.
- Where you want your shortcuts
- Your workgroup (security file - .mdw) or if you
want to use Access's default mdw - just put (Use

Sheq 3 - Extra Informatian [HUG Test.aws]
| Ala Halg

|F 3o b & custom W' okgroup, lcor and Help Rles o
et comnand line optiore, enter them beie

Default System.madw) Select your oo
[ HUG Hue DB\ Serdear HUG2ICD Bropss
. [ This Projeat has e custon icon.
B Hdpflle I+ Cieala a Shotcut in the Stail moe

¥ Cieata a Shomout on the Desklop
Cisslom ' i i filke

[tk T Lo oma: I00AS) GED nd

Cusiom Help File

- Command line Options
/excl = Have the user open the file exclusive so they
can only have one copy open at atime.

/runtime = The application will open like Run Time :_ T — e |
even if they hook the shortcut to the full N
Access version. [inrime o
| Sagekey Scilware Fuor Access 2003
[ Heo Cooel | tBsck | Hews | T
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]

Sk 4 - Pt inme Files [HUG_Test.awe ]

Step #4 -Access Runtime Files the 2003 Access Runtime e,
consists of two files Accessrt.msi and Accessrt.cab S tha oo of soua suppeit and Access: i s
which can be found on the Office 2003 Professional
CD in the path \files\accrt. Make sure you remove
the Hidden and the Read only attributes.

- Template File isin the SageKey folder.
- Your License agreement for the application.

Hce=ss Rurlms M| e

[C A hccmesh ane K MG whzand_200MGLpp - Browen j
Tenples il=
[CrACCESE~3MEl WS EUPFOR 1\ Tam  Browes
Licezreen &gimamenk bosk

[0 e S b A MST_Wizand_200350pp  Browsz

Irstallzion Optians

" Alfes ubibke

& Sirgke MSI-AIWSHTAE e combined inkD 2irghs M5
1 Sirgle EXE-A] fles combined inta single EXE

Sagakcy Sabsale Fio fccans 2003
_ b | Coved | ek [CHGG] b |

E Step S - Suppert Files [MS1 Wizard Demmo Project asezl] EI

Step #5 -SageKey will scan your database and find any refer- i s
ences and try to add them automatically. You can T izard e faund v Felawir eferences oot prarec.

also add other references. (o _re [5 1om
Note: You will not see the standard Access —— o

References in this bgx-

Referemces - HUG App_ 2000

© Mraiable Refereres:

x|
E e arw acddbonal fle: hara
cancel I

Fibe I=q T
~ wisuzl Dask For Apehoetons ﬂ;{‘, n '@ | e
o Microcoft Acoess 10,0 Oblect Lbrary
+ ficrosof Achesi Dats Objeds 2.7 Lbrery

| CLE Aukonation Bl
# fcrosoft Yeusl Beac For Spplcstors Exbsrmbilty S0 f=Te o]
| Microsa fc DD 2.6 Object Librae ﬂ

| 1845 Halper COM Companant 1.0 Type Librars: SRR
_| 185 RADILS Pracoeol 1.0 Type Library Pricrky =

-3 kgt WSFkes G 7.0 (Lighe] Help

5 videnEaft WSFhexGid 7.0 FOLEDE) ﬂ AL s el Fea Aooes 2003
-3 Widecdoft vetoas Controks Help Carcel | <Back
o, Cuichatert Tukonal Aessnbhy
A ik Stat Toboral Assenbke

& tuhd‘. Dietiler _Iﬂ
4 13

Sutree U5 Type Liorary
Locatmr: o WIRRT s sbem S0 ack reeds Ho
Larguege;  Standerd

Step #6 -Y ou can add your own bitmap to one of the Installation screens and even change the text. The size
of the bitmap should be 501 pixels by 314 which is the size of the entire screen - Y our logo should
be at the bottom.

- You can have a custom status message displayed when the Run Time is installed if you want.
- Let the user decide where the fileisinstalled - | hope so.

i Step 6 - Welcome Dialg [HING_Test.awz] x|
Fis Hep
Irrstalling Membership Informatbon Sestem |l Cuiziomizs lhe Wiskzome dislog
Ielcoms Dislg
™ Wse defaulk Wslcome disfbg
% Use cusiom bimap
™ Cutlomizs Welcoms diskly deceiplion e
Biman lia bcalon
= Moers S apek M _Wesd 200 5up - Brosse

3 Mermbership Information System 11 Setup

The Zelup Yizard wil relsl Memberzhp domaton Sy slem
I on o compder, Tk Heed lo continas o Carcello el
the Sebup ‘Mizard.

Cuislom Skalie meszage
'%‘%Eartland User‘s Gruup, I nc. | | l—bmmwmﬂm

% Show Destingtion Diskg
I Hida Dadination Diakg
" Cigable Desinaion Dislag
Sagek ey Sofwans ForAsoass 2003

o s e | o b
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Step # ast- Finish [HUWG_Test_K.awz] x|
- Location of the Install files.
Note #1 : Currently It makes 4 files. You need to
copy all the files with the exception of the .
Mergel og.txt file to your installation CD.

The Ao Appication Pacageg Wizaid & finshed
collesting infermaion. Chok Finkh bo build sour matalstion.

Seleci the loestion b budd pour instal
|C Mo S anebay \HUG_Tes_HewtHUG. m | Finda]

It HOAL
= Defak (MOAC 281
" Select MDOC Megs Modus
Mame [ Est | Size | Type | D | el |
e : Irelel Hismanli ol

(& Disfauk [Jet 405PE|
™ Select JET Meme Hadale

HUG. mzi .z 3 Windowes [nstaller Package

=] Inztallini iri 37 Configuration Settings _ I i |
kMergelog bt bt 12141 Test Document
% Setup.exe EHE AM.250  Application s o 9
Heb Cowd | cBock | peos | Frish |
i =

Note #2 : Your user needs to start the Setup.exe, | won't get into the reason, and it will load the
.msi file. Thisin my opinion is a defect in the program.

Note #3 : Because of #2 you should do 3 things: },b:@ﬁ'
a) Put the msi in a subdirectory [autorun] =
b) edit the Install.ini to point to the pminiE b e

" fcon=autorun, ico
subdirectory. / 3
¢) Add an Auto-Run file—> AutoRun.inf

See http://autorun.moonval ley.com/autoruninf.htm for instructions on an Auto-Run file

Original Yersion * : {:l YahooSearch || Mame ¢ Ext Size | Tupl
&, Install.ini - Notepad - = |I:I|q % :E::Dw '=
File |.dit Format Help " = D%P E Autorun, inf inf 27

H E """ = .
[INSTALL] {1 % é_ipEa:Ckup / Inztall.ini ni 41
=. s : T ; I % Setup. . 301 250
INSTALLPROGRAM=. “HUG. ms1 E__@EMEmbmhm i Blup.ene  .EHE

1 e | MSI\ -
A& InstalLini - Notepad =104 | &

File Edit Farmat Help

[INSTALL] . | ®-g= Lacal Disk I Mame
INSTALLPROGRAM=. "MSI\HUG.ms1 : Y

= Membership (o)
iFHUG.ms s 56,109,440

Size

New Version + = S

- You will need aversion of Microsoft Data Access Components (MDAC) to allow ADO to work in

Access. They include version 2.8. You will be installing this on the user’s computer if they don’t
have this version or a higher version.

To check for MDAC version see the following Microsoft knowledgebase article:
http://support.microsoft.com/?kbid=301202

- Next, it wants to know what version of Jet you want installed.
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The Problem We have as Programmersisthat we always Want More.

As you use this program you will find things that you want to do, that are not included in the Wizard.
SageK ey has some knowledgebase articles that show you how to edit the .msi file. Y ou use Microsoft’s free
program Orcato edit the .mis.

i}
File Edit Tables Transform Tools Wiew Help
R e
Tables l:l Propert I Crder | Walue I i | s ! Width I Height I Text |
PublishComponent INSTALLTYPE 1 FLILL 10 10 S6& 17 Single User Install
RadioButton INSTALLTYPE 2 WORKSTATION i0 30 90 17 Multi-User Workstation Inskall
Reglocator i |INSTALLTYPE 3 SERVER. 10 50 56 17 Multi-User Data Install {on Network) .
S =14l | ol
Tables: 94 |RadicButton - 3 rows [Text - Localizable[64], Mullable s |
Here are some examples that are on SageK ey’ s knowledgebase.
Problem SageK ey Knowledge-
base Article
Creating an upgrade that detects the Original Front-End and |leaves the backend KB10388
aone KB10160

How to add additional shortcuts to the installation package. (One shortcut to openone |KB10241
form one to open another.)

Make an M S| Install package without the Runtime for customers who already have | KB10169
Access

Installing the back-end database in a sub-directory of the front-end. KB10387

Conclusion:

| think that every serious Access programmer should have a copy of one of the versions of the SageKey M S|
Wizard. Youcan useit to install al the files you need, from your front end, back end, icon files, security file,
License Agreement, Access Run Time, MDAC, and any other components that need to be installed, and be as-
sured your installation will be independent and coexist with all versions of Access without problems. You can
be insured that your user has the correct version of MDAC, Jet, and Access without an involvement of your
time and effort at each user’s machine.

We have al been asking for this, now we can buy it if we realy want it.

An Additional Resource:

Y ou can go to my website hitp://www.busi nessandcomputers.com and find some of my notes of how |
use the wizard along with some edits | make to the MSI file. Go to my site, click on Fellow Programmers on
the left. That will take you to my Access Download page with some of my code. Go to # 220 and download
“Larry’s Notes - SageKey MSI Wizard for Access’

Fellow
Proorammers
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